Anthem

Figurative Language:  Similes

Figurative language is employed effectively, if sparingly, in this novel. Often, a well-chosen simile captures the essence of a character, or the significance of an event. 

Discuss the meaning and significance of the following similes in Anthem.

· “We blew out the candle. Darkness swallowed us. There was nothing left around us, save night and a thin thread of flame in it, as a crack in the wall of a prison” (pg. 64). 

· “But International 4-8818 are different. They are a tall, strong youth and their eyes are like fireflies . . . ” (pg. 26). 

· “[Liberty’s] body was straight and thin as a blade of iron . . . Their hair was golden as the sun; their hair flew in the wind, shining and wild, as if it defied men to restrain it. They threw seeds from their hand as if they deigned to fling a scornful gift, and the earth was a beggar under their feet” (pg. 38). 

· “The shoulders of our Brothers are hunched, and their muscles are drawn, as if their bodies were shrinking and wished to shrink out of sight” (pg. 47). 

